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The White H o u s e 
Washington 

18 January, 1918. 
My dear Dean Cooley: 

I understand that there is to be a meet ing of 
the department superintendents of the American 
Educational Association in Atlant ic City on the 
twenty-fifth of next month . I would like very 
much to be present in person at that meet ing , 
but since I cannot be, m a y I not ask you to express 
to the gent lemen assembled there m y very great 
concern that none of the educational processes 
of the country should be interrupted any more 
than is absolutely unavoidable during the war. 

M y attent ion has late ly been called in particular 
to the falling off in the number of engineering 
s tudents and this has given me a good deal of 
concern, because it is not only immediate ly 
necessary that as many s tudents as possible should 
prepare themselves for engineering duties in the 
Army and N a v y , but it is also of the first conse
quence to the country t h a t there should be an 
adequate supply of engineers for the period of 
reconstruction which must follow the war. 

Not only has technical training become of 
enormous importance in military operations, but 
the role of the engineer has become more and 
more important in every process of our industrial 
life, a n d I hope that influences m a y go out from 
the meet ing in Atlantic City which will call the 
at tent ion of parents throughout the country xto 
the importance of making any sacrifice that it is 
possible to make to keep their sons in the schools 
even during these trying t imes. 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 
W O O D R O W W I L S O N . 

OLIVER HEAVISIDE 
Elected an Honorary Member 

In accordance with the procedure pre
scribed in the Const i tut ion of the 
Ins t i tu te governing the election of 
Honorary Members , a group of ten 
members presented to the Board of 
Directors at its meeting held in Decem
ber last, a proposal in writing tha t 
Oliver Heaviside, mathemat ic ian and 
physicist, and Fellow of the Royal 
Society, London, be elected an Hon
orary Member of the American Insti
tu t e of Electrical Engineers. 

This petit ion has been favorably 
considered by the Board of Directors 
and by the unanimous vote of all of the 
members of the Board Mr. Heaviside 
has been formally elected to Honorary 
Membership. 

In conferring upon Mr. Heaviside 
this mark of appreciation of the eminent 

services rendered by him to the scien
tific world, the Board adopted the 
following resolution: 

W H E R E A S , Oliver Heavis ide has rendered ser
vice of the highest value in the advancement of 
electrical science leading to practical results cf 
far-reaching order, and notably in the develop
ment cf electromagnetic theory; and 

W H E R E A S , The Const i tut ion of the American 
Inst i tute of Electrical Engineers provides that , 
by unanimous vote of all the members of the 
Board of Directors, Honorary Members may be 
chosen from among those who have rendered 
acknowledged eminent services to electrical 
engineering or to its allied sciences; it is 

R E S O L V E D , that Oliver Heavis ide, Fel low, 
Royal Society, London, England, be elected, in 
recognition of his contributions to electrical 
science and engineering, to Honorary Member
ship in the American Inst itute of Electrical 
Engineers. 

ENGINEERING FOUNDATION 
Annual Report for third year, ending 

February 28, 1918 

During the year terminat ing a t the 
(^,te for the third annual meeting of 
Engineering Foundat ion, the Board 
completed its under taking to sustain 
the National Research Council for one 
year from September 19, 1916, to 
September 20, 1917. Under date of 
September 20, 1917, Secretary Cary T. 
Hutchinson presented a report to t he 
Board of this year 's activities. Progress 
was made also in the investigation on 
gears by Professors Guido H. Marx and 
L. E. Cut ter , and on the preparat ion 
for tests of spray concealment of ships 
by Mr. Howard P. Quick. Various 
untoward circumstances prevented com
pletion of these two investigations 
within the year. 

Assistance given in the organization 
of the National Research Council has 
been amply justified by the results. 
The Council is now well established in 
a 4-story building a t 1023-16th Street, 
N. W., Washington, and has recently 
secured another similar building nearby 
in order to house its increasing force. 
The breadth , importance and volume 
of work done have steadily grown. 
Foreign offices have recently been 
established in London and Paris. Dr. 
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Η. Α. Bumstead is in charge of the 
former and Dr. William F . Durand of 
the lat ter . The tota l expenditure by 
Engineering Foundat ion for the Nation
al Research Council was $9,036.09, de
rived par t ly from income of the endow
ment fund and par t ly from special 
gifts from Ambrose Swasey and Edward 
D. Adams. In May, Walter M. Gilbert 
was appointed Assistant Secretary of 
Engineering Foundat ion, with head
quar ters in Washington, his services 
being contr ibuted by the Carnegie 
Inst i tut ion. He also became and has 
remained to date Assistant Secretary of 
the National Research Council. In 
September, resolutions were exchanged 
between the Engineering Foundat ion 
Board and the National Research Coun
cil, sett ing forth a policy of continuing, 
reciprocal relationship, and a conference 
committee, Chairman M. I. Pupin, Dr. 
Charles Warren H u n t and Gano Dunn, 
was appointed to inform National Re
search Council of the readiness of Engi
neering Foundat ion to work upon defi
ni te problems suggested by the Council. 
No problems have yet been suggested. 

This achievement of the Engineering 
Foundat ion Board in establishing 
National Research Council and main
taining relationships with it, is believed 
to be the first successful a t t emp t to put 
engineers and scientific men in close 
touch for the carrying out of a compre
hensive program, involving both re
search and engineering. 

In December, Secretary Cary T. 
Hutchinson resigned and Engineering 
Foundat ion joined with United Engi
neering Society and Engineering Coun
cil in engaging as Secretary Alfred D. 
Flinn, who began his duties J anua ry 1, 
1918. February 26, the Executive 
Commit tee of National Research Coun
cil elected the Secretary of Engineering 
Foundat ion an Assistant Secretary of 
the Council, without salary. 

The past year has been a notable one. 
The Engineering Foundat ion faces the 
new year bet ter prepared than ever 
before to advance the profession of 
engineering and the good of mankind. 

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF 
UNITED ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

MEETINGS OF JANUARY AND 
FEBRUARY, 1918 

JANUARY MEETING 
There was presented the audit of the 

official accountants showing the U. E. 
S. books correct and finances in sound 
condition. 

Officers and committees for 1918 were 
elected and appointed as follows: Presi
dent, Charles F . Rand, 1st Vice-Presi
dent, Calvert Townley; 2nd Vice-
President, Robert Μ. Dixon; Secretary, 
Alfred D. Flinn; Treasurer, Joseph 
Struthers ; Assistant Treasurer, Samuel 
Sheldon. Finance Commit tee : John 
Vipond Davies, Chairman; William L. 
Saunders, Robert M . Dixon, Calvert 
Townley. 

By-law 78 was amended to read: " T h e 
Secretaries of the Founder Societies 
and of the United Engineering Society 
shall be a House Committee, of which 
the Secretary of the United Engineering 
Society shall be Cha i rman ." 

A special committee—Charles Warren 
Hunt , E. Gybbon Spilsbury, Benjamin 
B. Thayer and Lewis T. Robinson, was 
appointed to report on the advisabili ty 
of rotat ion of Presidents of United Engi
neering Society among the four Founder 
Societies. 

The name of the Library was officially 
fixed as "Engineering Societies Library ." 

Uncertainties as to the terms of mem
bers of the Engineering Foundat ion 
Board were determined in accordance 
with a recommendation of the Secretary. 

FEBRUARY MEETING 
Attendance lacked two of a quorum. 
By resolution, the portrai t of Ambrose 

Swasey given by him in response to a 
request of the President of United Engi
neering Society, was accepted, this 
port ra i t to be hung in the Engineering 
Societies Library. 

An extensive addit ion to the book 
stacks of the Library was received from 
the Civil Engineers and installat ion on 
the 14th floor was reported as completed. 


